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Please extend your congratulations to the following colleagues
who also were nominees for the
March Service Star:
Joan Carrelli, RN, Danielle Wiley,
Jane Antinozzi, Theresa Palamar,
RN, Rebekah Nenstiel, Megan
Marinock, cardiology, physiatry,
orthopedics and podiatry, Health
& Wellness Center at Hazleton
Colleagues came to the aid of a
frantic woman whose husband was
unwell and couldn’t get out of the
car. Colleagues assessed the man,
took a medical history from his wife
and checked vital signs. They also
called 911 and accompanied the
wife to the hospital when she was
unable to drive herself.
Marisel Mieses, RN, Lehigh
Valley Home Care–Hazleton
Mieses performed CPR on a woman who collapsed while crossing the
road with her 12-year-old daughter.
Mieses instructed her son to call
911, then continued CPR with the
help of a colleague. After learning
the family didn’t have a car, Mieses
drove the girl home and transported
the family to the ED. When she
followed up with the family later that
evening she learned the sad news
that the woman didn’t survive.
Karen Fuchs, RN, and Carly
Feddock, RN, cardiac diagnostics, Health & Wellness Center at
Hazleton
Fuchs and Feddock jumped into
action to get emergency supplies to
assist a patient who collapsed while
exercising at the fitness center.
They supported other colleagues
also on scene by starting an IV,
administering oxygen and putting a
pulse oximeter in place.

Congratulations
LVH–Hazleton
colleagues
Service Stars for
March 2017
The following is the
winning nomination
story provided by
Stephen Palmieri.

An out-of-state truck driver who wasn’t feeling well pulled into the emergency
department (ED) parking lot at LVH–Hazleton. In her truck were her traveling companions, two puppies named Weezie and Baby. The night was cool, so she left the
truck’s heat on to keep the pups comfortable while she went inside for care.
After the woman was admitted for treatment, she became increasingly concerned for
the well-being of Weezie and Baby. Nominator Stephen Palmieri, Director of Safety,
Security and Nutritional Services, was notified of the situation. He called in Jennifer Kaminsky, Therapy Program Director of the Gunderson Center of Inpatient Rehabilitation
and resident “dog whisperer,” for assistance. Other colleagues also pitched in to help.
Director of Plant Operations Michael Kempchinsky and Heavy Machine Operator Steve
Clark assisted with the truck and the pups. And with the patient’s permission, the dogs
were let out for fresh air, food, water and relief. While Clark tended to the truck, Environmental Services colleague Duane Kline kindly volunteered to clean up the inside of
the truck, which had been soiled while the pups awaited their owner.
Rehab Case Coordinator Lynn Koch offered to foster
the dogs for the night after learning that colleagues
were struggling to find overnight shelter for the pups.
She even took them to a veterinarian for a mani-pedi
with the owner’s approval. Koch also gave the patient her telephone number so she could talk to the
dogs from her hospital room. The next day, still more
colleagues cared for the dogs until dinner time when
a friend arrived to take them under his care.
“It takes a village,” Palmieri says. “In this case, staff
went above and beyond the call of duty to come together to care for some lovable pups.”
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Congratulations to
the following
colleagues
celebrating
milestone service
anniversaries:
5 years Trisha Martin, LVPG Vine
Street; Shani Pritulsky, LVPG
Gastroenterology; Joseph Snyder;
information systems; Mary Beth
Soltis, patient financial services;
Catherine Thomas, RN, LVH–
Hazleton Home Care; Ashley Wittig,
RN, operating room; Shu Xu, MD,
LVPG Pediatric Neurology
10 years Nicole Cameron, nursing;
Joan Carrelli, RN, HWC cardiac services; Cynthia Delmonico, HWC
admissions; Deann Deritis, HWC
physical therapy; Lisa Homanko,
LPN, float pool; Rosemary Jemo,
fitness center; Lisa Kakelecik, HWC
admissions; Laura Kurchock, LVPG
Neurology; James McCune,
pharmacy; Danielle Parente, HWC
admissions
15 years Mary Ellen Bradbury nursing; Karen Croker, laboratory; Sharon Monkoski, medical records
20 years Bambi Buchman, nursing;
Deborah Donahue, laboratory; Catherine Taurino, laboratory
25 years Marguerite Colasurdo, RN,
ICU; Lisa Culp, RN, ICU
30 years Catherine Andrejco,
nursing

MANDATORY
EDUCATION

LVH–Pocono Acting President Elizabeth
Wise Knows We Will Always Make the
Right Decision If We…
There are numerous words you can use to describe Elizabeth Wise. She’s a nurse
and a leader. She’s a people-person, collaborator and go-getter. She’s a singer and
sports fan. She’s a wife and daughter. And she’s Acting President of LVH–Pocono, a role
she assumed when the hospital became part of LVHN in January. “I’m honored to serve
in this role,” says Wise, who realized at a young age that a career in health care would
fuel her passion for helping people.
A graduate of Seton Hall University, Wise began her career as a bedside nurse and became a nurse manager. She soon discovered a desire to develop business acumen to
blend with her clinical background. After earning master’s degrees in nursing and business administration from Rutgers University, Wise held leadership positions at health
care systems throughout the nation. In 2014, she joined what is now LVH–Pocono as
Chief Operating Officer and Chief Nursing Officer.
During her career, Wise learned the importance of building relationships and that teamwork breeds success. She hosted “Breaking Bread with Elizabeth” sessions where colleagues were invited to breakfast or lunch to discuss their challenges, accomplishments
and questions. Today, she gets feedback from colleagues by rounding on units
throughout the hospital and hosting Colleague Town Hall meetings.

Enjoy Springtime in New York City; Free Crayola Experience
Admission for Nurses; Join the LVHN Golf League
Springtime in the City: New York on Your Own
June 17, 2017
Crayola Experience – Free offer for nurses
Throughout April, all nurses get in free, and additional tickets they
buy cost only $9.99 (with valid ID) at Crayola Experience, 30 Center
Square, Easton. Tickets must be purchased in advance.
LVHN colleagues can order online anytime and pay only $15.99 for entry. To order
tickets, visit https://tickets.crayolaexperience.com/ and use store name LVHN.
LVHN Golf League

Today is the last day to complete the first quarter mandatory
education modules.

There are still openings for colleagues interested in joining the LVHN Golf League at
Wedgewood Golf Course in Coopersburg, which begins play in April and continues
through September.
The league is open to beginners as well as skilled golfers. A nominal annual

Beginning April 1, the second
quarter bundle will be available for
all colleagues to complete.

membership fee covers an end-of-year picnic, prizes and awards. Members also pay a
9-hole greens fee at the golf course prior to each round.
Contact Chad Carver at golfgenes@gmail.com for more information.
For more information, go to the Recreational Activities page on LVH–Hazleton’s Intranet.
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Welcome these
colleagues
to the LVHN
family:
LVH–Hazleton Alex Gregory,
dietary aide, food and nutrition
services; Teoniah Little, housekeeping aide, environmental
services; Maria Diaz-Reyes,
clerk typist, patient registration;
Elisa Condon, radiology technician, radiology; Antoinette
Porpiglia, clerk typist, patient
registration
LVPG–Hazleton Marc Amico,
operations manager, administration; Lorraine Rosario, medical
assistant, orthopedics; Amber
Hornick, medical assistant,
pediatrics; Susan Monticello,
business office representative,
administration

NEW NAMES
SAME GREAT SERVICE
The Hospital Registration
Department recently made
name changes to a few of
their departments.
Formerly Client Services,
570-501-4LVH is now the
Patient Access Center.
Patients who call the Patient
Access Center will speak to
patient access representatives.
Registration specialists will take
out-patient registration, and
authorization specialists will
take care of pre-certification
appointments.

We are
proud of
our
physicians
who are among the best in the
country. They, along with an exceptional clinical and support staff,
are the reason why LVH–Hazleton is
recognized regionally as a provider
of high-quality care and services.

Leadership Rounds Continue
Here is next week’s rounding schedule.
Location

Date and Time

Leader

7th floor

April 1 at 1 p.m.

Dr. Anthony Valente

6th floor

April 3 at 2 p.m.

Michael Golden

5th floor

April 5 at 10:30 a.m.

Michele Konitzer

4th floor

April 5 at 1 p.m.

Murray Swim

3rd floor

April 6 at 9:30 a.m.

Melissa Curto

2nd floor

April 3 at 8 a.m.

Dr. Michael Evans

ED

April 4 at 7a.m.

John Fletcher

Welcome to New Director of Talent Acquisition
Joe Stewart will be joining Lehigh Valley Health Network (LVHN) as our new
Director of Talent Acquisition. Joe comes to LVHN from DoubleStar, Inc., a talent acquisition firm, where he was the Practice Director for Talent Technology
Solutions.
Joe has had a successful career in talent acquisition, working in both a consulting
role for international clients, and for Einstein Healthcare.
He will lead our talent acquisition team. His role is critical in maintaining the
strength of our network as we seek to attract the best and brightest talent and
continue to provide exceptional care for our patients. He is responsible for LVHN
recruitment activities including the design, implementation and management of
talent acquisition and workforce strategies to support network-wide staffing needs.
Joe has a background in HR technology to support talent acquisition and
retention.

Health Center Providing Free Events for the Community
The Health Center at Mountain Top is celebrating its one year anniversary by
hosting a week-long list of health screenings and programs for the community
from April 3-7.
Monday, April 3
Heart Healthy Day

Wednesday, April 5
Children’s Day

Thursday, April 6
Learn to Relax Day

Tuesday, April 4
Let’s Get Healthy

Discover Healthy
Eating Habits

Friday, April 7
Medication
Awareness and
Safety

For a list of these and other LVHN events, go to LVHN.org/calendar.

